


 

 

 Learn to use one's mind well, to think, to problem-

solve. 

 Less is more; it’s all about depth and mastery rather 

than coverage of material. 

 Goals apply to all students. 

 Personalization – teachers respond best to students 

they know well; students respond best to teachers they 

know well. 

 Student-as-worker, teacher-as-coach – students learn 

how to learn. 

 Demonstration of mastery – real life ways to show 

what students know and are able to do. 

 A tone of safety, kindness, high expectations and trust. 

 Commitment to the entire school – teachers are gen-

eralists first – specialists second. 

 Resources must be dedicated to teaching and learning. 

 Democracy and a commitment to equity;  we will ex-

plicitly challenge all forms of inequity. 

The Renaissance Core Principles  

Based on the Coalition of Essential Schools Ten Common Principles 
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Potential Renaissance Students & Parents, 
 

 Welcome to the Renaissance Academy! We are really proud of 

the work we have done in our first eight years. As a parent, I understand 

the difficult task of helping your student choose a school — it’s an im-

portant decision. 
 

 How do you decide which school to choose?  Most im-

portantly, choose the school that has the theme that interests you the most.  

These schools were designed to help make learning math, science, social 

studies and English more engaging by using those interests to keep students 

highly interested in their coursework.  
 

 Should you choose the Renaissance Academy? The Renais-

sance Academy is designed to help students become well-rounded learners 

and citizens.  Our theme and elective offerings tend to have a flavor of in-

ternational studies, sciences and humanities (literature, visual arts, drama, a 

variety of music offerings, creative writing, etc.).  If these topics sound inter-

esting, Renaissance is probably the place for you.   

 Recently I spoke with a parent and discovered that they had not 

thought of the Renaissance Academy as a college prep school.  That miscon-

ception surprised me and led me to think about the positives our school 

offers.  The first thing that came to mind is the extremely high quality of our 

faculty in terms of talent, experience, and dedication.  Renaissance has a 

team of great teachers.  As I sat there and added it up in my head, I realized 

that the vast majority of teachers in RA have taught advanced or college 

level coursework in a variety of settings.  I am very proud to be working 

with these outstanding teachers.  If you decide to join us at Renaissance you 

will be working with master teachers who care about every student.  Our 

very positive test results and extremely high graduation rates over our first 

eight years points to the effectiveness of these teachers.  My son is a gradu-

ate of Renaissance.  We both feel that Renaissance  allowed him to develop 

confidence, skills and knowledge that has prepared him for a university — 

and he has loved almost every day at school.  As a parent, I am thrilled that 

he attended the Renaissance Academy for many reasons, but the most im-

portant is that he had access to excellent teachers who made sure he  

reached his potential. 
 

 All schools on the Crater campus share the same goal — 

engaging students as we prepare them for post-secondary education and life 

after high school.  Choose the school that will keep you the most engaged 

in your education. 

Sincerely, 
 

Bob King 

Principal, Crater Renaissance Academy 

A Letter From the Principal 
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2014-15 Happenings in Renaissance!   

Renaissance students participate in a HUGE variety of ac-

tivities that make their learning more relevant and inspir-

ing.  Our students DO stuff.  This is a small sample of hap-

penings in Renaissance! 

ALL YEAR: Friday Happenings, Athletics, Student 

Congress, Saturday Dance, Performances & Movies In 

The Performing Arts Center World Travelers, GSA, 

RCC Classes, Wide Variety of Clubs, Senior Projects 

FALL: Modesto Marching Band 

Invitational, Pride Of The North-

west, Homecoming Teacher Lip 

Dub, OSF: Romeo And Juliet, Band 

Camp, Gold Ray Dam Field Trip, 

Spooky Saturday, Drama And Dance Class Pledges, Home-

coming Week Activities, Link Crew 

Activities, Day Of Art Field Trips, Club Fair, College 

Fair, College Trek, Animal Crackers/OSF, Honor Soci-

ety Induction Ceremony, Half-Time Marching Band 

Performances, Cemetery Photo Journalism Field Trip, 

Denman Wildlife Preserve Field Trip, Plastics Roundup, 

Salmon Festival, Kids-n-Creeks, Freshman-Only First 

Day of School, Junior and Senior Fieldtrip to College 

Fair, Renaissance Assembly, Homecoming Assembly 

and Dance, Spirit Week, Homecoming Float Building, 

Fall Play,  Fall Choir Concert, PSAT 

WINTER: Winter Formal, Dancing People Company 

Residency, Night Of The Arts,  Winter Break Drama 

Camp, OMSI Science Assembly, Choir Caroling Trip, 

Winter Band Concert, Choir Dessert Cabaret, Festival 

Of Lights Parade, SOU Trips, RCC Stem Academy, Ma-

rine Science Trip To Coast, Christmas Movie Night, Jazz 

Night, All Night Movies, MLK Day Activities, Chinese 

New Year Parade, 

Rogue Valley Mall 

Invitational Art Show, 

Brain Bowl Competitions, Academic Scaven-

ger Hunt, Masks Of Self For Drama, Basket-

ball Band, Transfer Station and Landfill Tour, 

Renaissance Teacher Talent Show, Winter 

Formal Assembly and Dance, Cesar Chavez 
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Leadership Conference, Teatro Milagro Bilingual Theater 

Residency 

SPRING:  5 Plays In 24 Hours Performances, Freshman 

College Visits to SOU & OIT, Treble Festival & Acapella 

Festival For Choir, Fond Farewell Music Night, Spring 

“Careers in Gear” Junior Achievement Workshop, Band 

Concert, Spring Musical– Mary Poppins, Digging Deep in 

Shakespeare “Macbeth” (Performing Arts Block), Senior Project Art Show, Tal-

ent Show, OSF: My Fair Lady, Renaissance Lip Dub, 

Dance Recital, U Of O Dance Collaboration, College 

Trek,  Drama Trip Application, 

Spring BBQ, Band Elementary 

School Performances, Best Of The 

Best Art Show, Renaissance Hon-

ors Night, Top 5% Banquet, 

Freshman College Visits, Earth Day Field Trip For Senior 

Drama Class, Photography Club, Prom, 8th Grade Tours, 

College 

Trek, Table Rock Hike, RCC 

Redwood Campus Trip, Agate 

Desert Wildflower Trip, Cas-

cade National Monument 

Hike, Graduation, Watershed 

Symposium, Waste Water 

Treatment Plant Tour, Gin 

Lin, Renaissance Assembly, Lip 

Dub, Prom Assembly and 

Dance, Senior “Defense of Learning” Speeches, End of Year Assembly, Pi Week 

Celebration 

 

 

Summer 2015: Renaissance World Traveler Trip to New Zealand, Fiji and 

Australia!  



Renaissance Performance Data 

     Data related to graduation rates, test scores and college attendance 

indicates that we are asking more from our students and they are re-

sponding — that is the real benefit of getting to know students well.   

     We are asking something that is more important than demonstrating 

skills on state tests — we are asking students to use their minds well; 

to develop the following habits of mind: 

 use resources and strategies to find a connection and/or a solution 

 utilize recognized forms of reasoning to construct arguments based on avail-

able evidence to explain and support perspectives on a topic or issue 

 see many points of view, generate alternatives, and consider options 

 work toward high standards, revise & strive for constant improvement 

 consistently seek deeper understanding, ask why, and refuse to accept an 

easy answer 

 be willing to step outside their comfort zone, to take a risk on trying new 

things, and generate work that is unique 

Development of strong basic skills and these habits will prepare Renais-

sance students for post-secondary education and life after high school; 

this is and always will be the primary focus of Renaissance.   We be-

lieve that all kids should be able to show that they can read, write and 

do math and science well.  Our test results point to the effective and 

engaging teaching and learning in Renaissance.  Our math scores are 

not as high as we would like; we continue to discover ways to increase 

the relevance of math for our students.  Renaissance alumni speak 

strongly regarding how well they are prepared for college success. 

*  

From the 2013-2014 Oregon State Report Card: 



Attending College?   
Renaissance Will Help Get You There! 

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is one of the most suc-

cessful national programs for helping students prepare for college and life after 

high school.  AVID: 

 Teaches skills and behaviors for academic success 

 Provides intensive support with tutorials and strong student/

teacher relationships 

 Creates a positive peer group for students 

 Develops a sense of hope for personal achievement through 

hard work and determination 
 

ALL RENAISSANCE FRESHMAN will become part of the AVID program 

through their small learning community advisory sessions.  ALL RENAIS-

SANCE SOPHOMORES AND JUNIORS will have the opportunity to apply to 

take the AVID elective class during their time with us.  AVID will give you an 

advantage in preparing for college and life after high school.  

Renaissance has regularly placed in the top 15% of all 

high schools in the state in the Next Generation Accountabil-

ity Report for Oregon. Both growth & achievement are reported 

in accountability. Of the 30+ high schools in southern Ore-

gon, Renaissance has ranked second only to Ashland High 

School for the past two years. When sorted by student growth 

(how much students have learned since middle school), Re-

naissance continues to be ranked as one of the top high 

schools in Oregon in academic growth.  
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Period Course 

1 Elective (Art, Music, Drama, PE, Health, Computers, Film etc.) 

2 Elective or Language (Spanish or Chinese) 

3 Math (Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2) 

4 Science (Biology) 

 Lunch 

5 English 1 (Accelerated Option Available)  

6 U.S. History 

7 Wellness, Fitness & Advisory 

Frequently Asked Questions  

What does a typical freshman schedule look like? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is different about Renaissance? 
Renaissance offers rich, deep elective choices.  In addition to core col-

lege preparatory classes, students are able to choose up to 3 electives 

each term - many RA electives have 4 years of rigorous study available. 

The course catalog can be found online, accessible from the Renaissance 

website http://www.district6.org/cra/. 

 

What activities are available in Renaissance? 
Students get to DO stuff in Renaissance!  See pages 6 & 7 for a partial 

listing of the activities available this year in our school.  Our teachers 

value active learning opportunities for students. 

 

Why so many core classes? 
State graduation requirements are increasing.  We want to be sure that  

all students will be prepared to enter post-secondary education when 

they graduate—that means we would like for them to take the highest 

levels of English, Science, Social Studies, and Math that they possibly can.  

 

Can students participate in sports and other Crater ac-

tivities? 
Absolutely!  Sports and campus activities are available to all students.  



Frequently Asked Questions (Continued) 
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What are the new state graduation requirements for all 

incoming freshmen? 
The Renaissance Academy has each of these requirements (and more) 

built into its 4 year curriculum—For entering freshmen: 

 

 4 years of English 

 3 years of Math (Algebra 1 or above) 

 3 years of Social Science  

 3 years of Science, 2 years scientific inquiry with lab experiences 

 1 year of P.E.  
 1 year of Health 
 12 semesters of Elective credits 
 3 years of arts, second language or professional technical education. 

 Demonstrate a set of “essential skills,” including:  

 Reading and interpreting a variety of texts  

 Writing for a variety of purposes  

 Speaking and presenting publicly  

 Applying mathematics in a variety of settings  

 Demonstrating civic and community engagement  

 Thinking critically and analytically 
 Personalized learning, demonstrated by showing: 

 Career Related Learning Experiences—Participate in experiences 

that connect classroom learning with real life experiences in the 

workplace, community, and/or school relevant to their education 

plan. 

 Career Related Learning Standards—Demonstrate career-related 

knowledge and skills: personal management, teamwork, communica-

tion, problem solving, employment foundations, career development. 

 Extended Application - Apply and extend knowledge and skills in new 

and complex situations related to the student’s personal career inter-

ests and post-high school goals. 

 Education Plan & Profile - Develop an education plan and build an 

education profile to guide learning toward personal, career and post-

high school goals. 



What do Renaissance grads say? 

Kayla Ackerman - University of Oregon 

I chose the Renaissance Academy not only because 

of the fine arts classes that were available, but also 

because of the amazing group of teachers and staff. 

I was constantly pushed to work harder and to 

challenge myself, which ultimately lead to me graduating with a 4.0 GPA 

and getting a full-ride scholarship at the University of Oregon. I’m now 

working my way to a degree in journalism with a focus in advertising, and a 

double minor in art and business, with the possibility of graduating early. 

Marissa Southmayd - Southern Oregon University 

I am majoring in Biochemistry and after I earn my bachelor's 

degree I plan to attend a Pharmacy school to earn my mas-

ter's degree in Pharmacology.  Renaissance was so much 

more than an "art school," a large portion of my classmates 

were not artists or musicians. There have been many occa-

sions this year where I looked back on my high school education and 

thought "Wow, I am so glad that this teacher or that teacher taught me this 

already!"  My teachers were interested in my education and without them I 

would not have made it to college; with their help I am now a full-time 

college student fully equipped with the tools I need to succeed.  

Ali Finlayson - University of British Columbia 

Crater Renaissance Academy taught me how to be a leader, and how to 

take the initiative and become proactive in my own learning. It gave me the 

desire to learn for more than just a letter grade and the confidence to push 

myself outside of my comfort zone. It taught me how to apply what I learn 

and my ideas to the world around me and gave me the ability to look at the 

bigger picture, all while cultivating the skills I use now. I am 

currently attending the University of British Columbia and 

majoring in International Relations with a minor in Sociology. I 

now plan to work within the UN Human Rights Council. 

Without Crater Renaissance Academy I would never have 

had the confidence to move out on my own and attend a uni-

versity outside the country. I also would have never had the 

ability to take what I learn and apply a conceptual understanding demon-

strating a greater world view, which is what I’m asked to do in university 

almost every day. I can honestly say that Crater Renaissance Academy 

has given me all the tools I use today in university, as well as the tools 

I apply to my every day life. 

Chelsea Litton - Lane Community College 

I attend the Physical Therapist program at Lane and after I get 

my degree, I plan to work with injured athletes in their rehabili-

tation. I chose Renaissance because I wanted to have the ability 

to be creative and learn at the same time; Renaissance allowed 

for both. The encouraging staff genuinely cares about their 

students and prepares them for college. Renaissance taught 

me the power of knowledge and  the importance of understanding concepts 

and not just memorizing them. Thank you Renaissance!  



Hannah Bryant - Southern Oregon University 

I am currently a student at Southern Oregon University, where 

I am majoring in English with a concentration in education. I 

plan to become a high school English teacher.  My experience in 

Renaissance has definitely helped me to be successful in college. 

The teachers in Renaissance really pushed me and helped me to 

realize how capable I really am of accomplishing things if I'm willing to put in 

the work. Whenever I'm starting to feel overloaded, I can look back at 

my time in Renaissance and say, "Hey, I accomplished that back then. 

I know I can take care of this now."  I really and truly love Renaissance.  

Cody Pitts - Messenger College 

I'm majoring in youth ministry and plan to use my degree to help 

troubled kids find hope in today's world.   I give all the credit to 

the staff and teachers at Renaissance. They saw the potential in 

me and made sure to cultivate it.  

Jazmine Stucker - Mt. Hood Community College 

I'm majoring in Music and plan to transfer to Portland State 

University, get my Doctorate in Music Education and then 

teach music at a university or high school.  Telling people 

here about Renaissance gives me a chance to gloat about how 

awesome my high school was.  Renaissance ended up being so much more 

than what I expected. I was proud to say that, as the first class to go 

through Renaissance, I was helping form the school into the best it could be.   

I truly feel like I couldn't have been better prepared for college by any 

other school. I stepped into college as a freshman, knowing more than 

some people who had been there for years. I really had the upper 

hand in my classes and in the financial aid office. Renaissance helped me 

not only be prepared for college, but for life in general. 

Jesseca Knorr - University of Oregon 

I chose Renaissance because I love the arts and enjoyed the idea 

of learning regular schoolwork through art, and it turned out to 

be even greater than I originally expected. Next term I will be at 

Lane Community College, completing pre-requisites for the Nursing pro-

gram. Renaissance Academy showed me that you don't have to decide 

between the arts and your academics. 

Sarah Williams - SOU (Transferring to U of O) 

Renaissance has taught me the responsibility, organization, 

and time-management skills I need to succeed in college. 

My college-level English class is much easier than what I did 

in high school. Renaissance actually cares about the integrity of 

their students’ education, and cares about their students beyond 

that. Teachers want their students to succeed, to graduate, to 

do well in life. I feel very well-rounded in all subjects intellectually; Renais-

sance Academy's methods are the most effective way 
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Emmily Greb - Southern Oregon University 

My major is criminal justice with an emphasis in forensics; I hope 

to attend law school at the University of Oregon. Renaissance 

was not my first choice when selecting a small school.  I am not, 

in any way, shape or form, a talented artist. I eventually realized 

that Renaissance is centered around humanities and provides 

programs that appeal to a wide range of students. Renaissance provided 

me with the necessary “tools” to be a successful college student. Soon 

after graduation I wondered if I was truly prepared for what college was 

going to require of me. After my first term of college I realized I was indeed 

ready.  This is all thanks to the wonderful, dedicated staff of Renaissance 

who, for the last four years, was molding me and guiding me on the way to 

becoming a successful student. Renaissance taught me how to think expan-

sively, to never cease in questioning alternatives, to constantly seek deeper 

understanding and to connect what I am learning at a local level as well as 

globally. The school I thought I would loathe, I fell in love with.  

Shannon Paine - University of Oregon 

I'm a digital art major and a double minor in Computer Technolo-

gy and Chinese. I switched to Renaissance because I wanted to 

take more art classes. The Graphic Design skills I got from the 

Renaissance Academy really helped me create my portfolio so I 

could get into the digital art department at the University of Oregon. 

Isabel Spurlock - University of Oregon 

I am currently pursuing a B.S in Dance with a minor in Human Physiology; I 

received a full ride to the University of Oregon  What about Renaissance 

made me successful in college? I think a better question 

would be what at CRA didn't make me successful in col-

lege, because it is a much shorter list! I learned how to be 

professional, how to think for myself, not to just take what a 

teacher gave me and believe it was truth. They taught me 

how to ask questions and not be afraid to, because I wasn't 

being stupid by asking these questions. 

Aisha Young - Southern Oregon University 

I'm currently majoring in Spanish literature and culture. If it's possible for a 

high school to over prepare a student for college life, I am that example. Renais-

sance constantly challenged me both academically as well as socially. They 

encouraged me to work hard, be myself, and pay no heed to 

the judgment of others. They are the reason that I have 

been successful in school. I was held to a higher stand-

ard and it was known. As Spring term of my freshman 

year in college approaches, I have yet to find a profes-

sor who makes me want to show up and suit up as my 

Renaissance family did. 



Candy Backes – Registrar 

Candy is an integral part of our office staff.  Her duties 

include, among other things, attendance and registrar 

duties.  She is a people person who will greet you with a 

smile and a “not a problem” attitude.  Candy came to us 

from San Diego where she was an honor graduate with an 

Accounting/English major.  While in San Diego she worked 

in the Accounting Dept. of a school district for more than 

11 years.  Before becoming RA’s Secretary II, she worked 

in Crater’s Production Room.   

 

Staff Profiles 
The biggest strength of the Renaissance Academy is our outstanding 

teachers and staff who know and care about every student and then ask 

more from them.  Please take the time to read the short biographies 

that appear on the next few pages; this is an amazing staff. 

Adrienne Hillman – Student Services Coordinator 

 

Adrienne Hillman began teaching fellow neighborhood 

children when she was only 9 years old, holding 

lessons in the attic of her parents' garage (incidentally, 

all of those former students graduated and went on to 

college!). Later, Adrienne attended Willamette 

University on an acting scholarship and graduated early 

with a double-major in English and sociology.  She 

earned her teaching certificate from Western Oregon 

and later earned a master's degree from SOU.  During 

her twenty-one year career, Hillman has taught AP Literature classes, advised 

Honor Society and a freshman mentoring program, developed a high school's 

school-to-work program, and directed a high school drama program.  Hillman's 

greatest teaching strengths include teaching literary analysis, preparing students 

for the PSAT and SAT, providing students with formative feedback on essays, 

and entertaining kids with unbelievable (but true!) stories of her life. 
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Dena Bucher - Educational Assistant 

Dena has been married for 22 years in March. She has 

three children, Jesse 31 years old, Derek, 21 years old, 

attending University of Oregon and a daughter Lydia 

who is an sophomore. Lydia and Dena spend most 

summers in New York City with her mom, eldest son 

and his wife. She enjoys working out, sewing, reading 

and spending time with her family. 



Katie Barber - English & Art 

A true Renaissance woman, Katie loves to infuse the visual arts, film making, 

social sciences, history, philosophy, performing arts, music, language and 

literature throughout her curriculum. Katie is a world traveler who has led 

several student groups abroad.  Her passion for 

working with teenagers began in college when 

she took a summer internship to work with the 

children of American service men and women at 

Aviano Air force Base in Aviano, Italy, and she has 

made it her personal mission to find multiple ways of 

engaging young people and helping them build 

character and find voice.  Katie graduated from 

the University of Oregon with a Bachelor’s degree in 

English, and again with a Master’s degree in Education. 

She also earned a second bachelor’s degree in Fine 

Arts from Southern Oregon University. Before 

returning home to her native Rogue Valley to help 

build Crater Renaissance, Katie began her teaching 

career in Las Vegas, Nevada. She currently teaches 

English, art, digital media and social studies in two 

combined sophomore/junior world studies small learning communities. 
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Haven Combs — Science  

Born in Seattle, Washington, Haven grew up on a cattle ranch about ten miles 

outside Sutherlin, Oregon. In high school Haven was involved in jazz band, jazz 

choir, National Honor Society, basketball, softball and cheerleading. She 

attended Willamette University in Salem, Oregon 

studying chemistry and sociology and then 

received a Masters of Arts in Teaching at WU and 

has endorsements in Chemistry, General Science, 

and Social Studies. 

In college she participated in student government, 

dance team, played piano on a scholarship and 

was active in her sorority, Pi Beta Phi. After 

college Haven worked for the Oregon 

Department of Forestry in Fire Dispatch. After 3 

years at Etiwanda High School in Rancho 

Cucamonga, California, teaching physical science 

her heartstrings pulled her back to Oregon. She 

team teaches Environmental Science, Sociology 

and the Internship Courses at the Land Lab off-

campus program with her best friend, English teacher, Anna Warntjes. Her 

outside interests include spending time with her husband and two beautiful 

children, hiking, camping, fishing, dancing, shopping, reading, attending concerts, 

dining out, and participating in community service activities through BCWEP, the 

Bear Creek Watershed Education Partnership as well as through the Jackson 

County Master Recycling Program.  



Bryan Burkett - Band/Music 

Bryan Burkett is originally from Gresham, Oregon where he 

graduated from Centennial High School in 1984. Bryan earned a BA in 

Music (trumpet performance) from Portland State University in 1990 

and a Masters of Music Education from the University of Northern 

Colorado in 1995.   Prior to accepting a teaching assignment at Crater 

High School in the Fall of 1997 Bryan was the Director of Bands at 

Central High School in Independence, Oregon from 1990-1997.  Bryan resides in 

Medford, Oregon with his wife Kristi, daughter Lydia and son Adam. 

Susan Cox — Learning Specialist & PE 

Susan grew up in a small agricultural community in between two universities: 

Oregon State and the University of Oregon.  Her childhood location definitely 

impacted many of her decisions.  In 1986 she earned her Bachelor’s degree in 

Physical Education from Oregon State.  For the next four summers she returned 

to Oregon State working toward a Master’s Degree in Physical Education.  To 

help pay for her college, Susan worked with people with physical 

disabilities and motor skills in the gym and pool.  Later she at-

tended the University of Oregon and took classes in Special Edu-

cation and earned a Handicapped Learner’s Endorsement.  She 

took her first paid job in 1986 at North Valley High School, just 

north of Grants Pass.  In 1993 she came to the Central Point 

School District.  For the past 19 years she has taught Physical 

Education, Health and occasionally Reading at Hanby Middle School.  Currently 

Susan is a resource teacher at Renaissance.  When she is not teaching/coaching 

or working on lesson plans, she spends her time enjoying golf, tennis, biking, 

walking, and working out at the local YMCA.    
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Rebecca Cate  – Math 

Rebecca Cate has lived in the Rogue Valley for 

the better part of 18 years. She graduated from 

SOU in 2000 with a BS in Mathematics. She then 

took a little time off from education and started 

a family, but quickly realized the classroom is 

her home away from home and completed her 

Masters in Education Degree in 2005. She now 

balances her passion for teaching math to the 

next generation with raising her 3 children with 

her husband of nearly 20 years.  Rebecca had 

the opportunity to teach in Hawaii for a season 

where her passion for project based teaching was ignited. She loves finding 

ways for students to complete math while being creative within cross cur-

riculum projects. Her motto she clearly communicates to her students is 

that there is math in everything! Rebecca loves using her classroom to help 

her students explore and discover the power of math.  



Bob King – Principal 

Bob has worked in the Central Point school system for more than 

30 years as a classroom teacher, district technology coordinator, 

library media specialist and then as the small schools coordinator.   

He received the Oregon Educational Excellence Award in 1993 for 

his work as a co-founder of the Crater School of Business. Bob is 

active in the community having served as president of the Central 

Point Chamber of Commerce and as a Central Point Rotary board member. Bob 

regularly lets everyone around him know that his goal is to be a part of building 

one of the best high schools in the world and that he feels incredibly lucky to 

work with the talented people in Renaissance.  

Ben Droesch – Math  

Ben is a first year math teacher in RA.  He teaches 

Algebra I, Math Test Prep, and AP Statistics.  Ben re-

ceived his undergraduate degree from Southern Ore-

gon University.  Ben completed his Master's in Teaching 

in 2014 at Southern Oregon University.  Ben has trav-

eled all over Mexico and even lived in Chiapas Mexi-

co.  In his free time, Ben likes to think about things like 

science, math and art.  Ben is well-rounded in both  

skills and interests; a true a Renaissance man! 

Tom Eckert - Special Education Teacher 

Tom started his teaching career in the Fall of 1993 in the Grants Pass School District 

and has been a special education teacher throughout his career and has worked with 

hundreds of students from kindergarten to high school.  His students have had 

varying degrees of disabilities from mild to 

severe.  He has taught in Jackson, Josephine and 

Douglas Counties.  He loves his kids and 

families and considers himself lucky to work 

with so many talented professionals.  I have 

been with the Central Point School District for 

eight years.  He spent six years at Hanby Middle 

School and one year at CPE.  Last year was his 

first year at CRA and “I love it.  I look forward 

to many more years here at CRA.” 

Anastasia Gratsinopoulos - Health/Spanish/Math 

Ms. Gratsinopoulos was born in Athens, Greece and was raised 

in California and Oregon.  She graduated from Southern Oregon 

University in 1999 with a Master’s of Arts in Teaching.  She also 

earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Health Promotions with a 

Minor in Spanish.  She has traveled into Mexico and Central 

America, further extending her studies of Spanish and Latin 

culture.  Anastasia added to her studies by completing graduate 

math courses so that she could obtain an endorsement in 

mathematics.   Along with teaching multiple subjects throughout 

her career, she also enjoys teaching fitness classes and has done so for over 25 years. 
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Jacqui Larson - English & Social Studies 
Ms. Larson was born in San Diego, California, but spent many 

years overseas. She is delighted to bring her international 

perspective to the Renaissance Academy. As she was growing up, 

her family moved several times-from California to Pennsylvania, 

then to Rome, Italy and Antwerp, Belgium, and finally to 

Singapore in southeast Asia. Her first two years of college were 

in Europe: Leysin, Switzerland and Paris, France. She also did 

coursework in International Relations at Pomona College in 

Claremont, California.  Currently in her seventeenth year of 

teaching, Ms. Larson has taught students in all grades from K-12 and subjects ranging 

from algebra and art to phonics and physics. Put simply, her passion is teaching and 

encouraging young people to become life-long learners.  Mrs. Larson also enjoys 

reading, painting, singing, theater, hiking, traveling through Europe and going on epic 

road trips to visit family in Arizona and California.  Essential Facts:  Master of Arts in 

Teaching: Concordia University—Dual certified in English and Social Sciences, 

Bachelor of Arts: Linfield College. Majored in English and Philosophy, AP 

Certification: Advanced Placement Literature and Composition, AP Psychology 

Instructor, Teacher of the Year at Grace Christian Academy in Corona California. 
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Lori Leedy - English Language Development 
Lori has taught in RA since 2008. She and her husband are both 

teachers and they have two amazing children. The couple 

decided to teach in Oregon after 3 years of living abroad. Lori 

taught English and learned Spanish in Costa Rica for over a year 

and then took off for another experience in South Korea for a 

year. She has visited 20 countries in Central and South America 

and Asia; traveling is a huge passion. Her experiences abroad, 

both as a teacher and a second language learner, have influenced 

her teaching philosophy and practices. A renaissance student in 

high school, Lori played softball, danced for the high school team, acted in musicals 

and plays, played the piano, and was part of the school choirs. She was the recipient 

of the ‘Scholarly Citizen’ scholarship and graduated from Eastern Oregon University 

with a Bachelor’s of Arts in Multidisciplinary Studies with a minor in Spanish and a 

minor in Elementary Education. She began her Master’s of Education degree at SOU 

one week later and graduated in 2005 with a degree in Multicultural Education with 

an emphasis in English Language Development with a 4.0 GPA. She also loves 

teaching a Spanish course in addition to teaching English Language Development 

classes. Helping students break out of their comfort zone and find friendship and 

language with other students is one of her main goals in the classroom. Her 

enthusiasm in the classroom is captivating and contagious! 

Leland Fulton – Biology & Marine Science  Leland is a first 

year teacher at RA; he comes to Renaissance following a 
year spent teaching Environmental Science at the American 
Nicaraguan School in Managua.  Leland spent several years 
as an environmental educator in southern Oregon prior to 
working in Central America. He loves to explore the amaz-
ing trails, rivers, and crags of the region.  Currently an assistant track and field 
coach for Crater, Leland has been coaching distance runners and sprinters in the 
Rogue valley for nearly five years.  He earned his bachelors degree in Environ-
mental Studies at Southern Oregon University and has a Master's degree in 
Teaching from the University of Portland."  



Robin Reames – Office Manager 

Robin is a lifelong resident of Central Point.  She is a graduate of 

Crater High School, along with her daughters, husband, and 

parents.  Her youngest is a recent Renaissance graduate.   Robin 

graduated from SOU with a Bachelor’s degree in Social Science.  

Her first job out of college was working as a counselor with 

chemically addicted women & their children.  She spent 14 years 

working as a patient relations coordinator with a surgical facility.  

As office manager in the Renaissance Academy, Robin’s duties 

include attendance monitoring, newsletters, correspondence, 

state reports, web postings, and  communication between school, parents and 

teachers.  Robin teaches yoga part-time.   She has been a Crater Foundation board 

member for the last 12 years.  

Matthew Paradela – Science & Math 

Matthew Paradela has been teaching science for ten years. 

He is a graduate of Biola University (B.S. Physical Science), 

Humboldt State (B.S. Wildlife Biology) and Southern 

Oregon University (Masters in Education). In his free time 

Matthew enjoys spending time with his wife Angie and his 

five kids: Madeline, Mary Beth, Jonathan, Ruth Anna and 

Naomi.  His interests include hiking/camping, photographing 

his kids, reading and gardening.  
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Anna Warnjtes – English & Social Studies 

Anna was born and raised in Central Point and her parents still 

live in her childhood home!  She went to Mae Richardson, 

Scenic, and graduated from Crater High School in 1999.   Anna 

attended Rogue Community College for two years and earned 

her Associates of Arts Oregon Transfer Degree then moved to 

Southern Oregon University for a Bachelor’s Degree in English 

Literature with a British Literature focus.  She continued at SOU for graduate school 

and earned her Masters of Arts in Teaching.  After graduating from SOU, she was 

hired on at Crater and became a Junior/Senior English Teacher teaching Intro to 

Poetry, Shakespeare I & II, and Research and SAT Skills for the first two years at 

Crater.  Mrs. Warntjes began teaching at the Land Lab a few years ago, her first 

experience team teaching with co-teacher, Ms. Combs. She feels pretty lucky to team 

teach with her best friend!  Anna is an A.P. qualified teacher and  is endorsed in 

English and Social Studies. Anna currently teaches English 2, 3, & 4, as well as Global 

Studies at the Land Lab in the Rogue Studies program.  

Matthew Reynolds – Drama 

Matthew Reynolds has over 26 years of experience as a performer & 

instructor in the Theater Arts.  In the Seattle, Washington area he has 

been a guest artist at the Jewel Box Theater, Freehold Theater, TRIP, 

On the Boards, the Bellevue Art Museum, and the Maureen Whiting 

Dance Company.  Currently Matthew serves as the instructor of 

Theatre Arts at Crater Renaissance Academy.  Matthew holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Theatre Arts & a Master of Theater Studies & a 

Master of Arts in Teaching  from Southern Oregon University.  

Matthew has also taken two groups of students to perform in the 

Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland.  Matthew has also performed at Camelot Theater in 

Talent, OR as Ben Weatherstaff in their holiday show Secret Garden. 



John Barber - English & Social Studies 

While 2013-2014 was John’s first official year teaching in Renaissance, he has been a 

key part of Renaissance since our inception eight years ago.  John has served as a 

student teacher, a guest artist, worked on large art projects that have beautified our 

campus and served as a chaperone for the Renaissance World Travelers Club 

multiple times.  John combines passion for history with a strong desire to implement 

fully integrated curriculum.  John is a Cordon Bleu chef, a vintner, a musician, an avid 

outdoorsman, holds a black belt in karate (he has hopped into the MMA ring a few 

times), has hiked the southwest United States, visited Folsom prison as part of a 

rehabilitation group and has traveled the world extensively living in the Middle East 

and Spain for short periods .  John dreams of 

working the land and sometimes thinks he was 

born two centuries too late.  John is a true 

Renaissance man and brings his well-rounded 

and varied experiences and interests to his 

classroom engaging students with his stories as 

well as a variety of active learning strategies.  

John currently teaches two of our 9th grade 

humanities blocks that combine English, U. S. 

History and advisory. 
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Tony Abbott - Science & Math 

Tony was born and raised in the Rogue Valley. He spent much of his youth playing 

sports and enjoying all that this beautiful area has to offer, including hiking and fishing 

in the Siskiyous. Tony graduated from North Medford High School in 2005, and 

enrolled at Southern Oregon University with a vague 

intention to study criminology and law.  After discovering 

calculus, Tony quickly became captivated by the field of 

physics. He continued studying mathematics and physics for 

several years, focusing on the fields of quantum mechanics 

and statistical thermodynamics. During his studies, Tony 

married his high school sweetheart and had his first son, 

Desmond. He participated in Sigma Pi Sigma, a national 

honors society of physics students, and received a B.S. in 

physics with a minor in chemistry.  Based on a brilliant suggestion from Mrs. Abbott, 

Tony decided to forego studying for a doctorate in physics, opting instead to bring 

his passion into the classroom. He earned a Master of Arts in teaching at Southern 

Oregon University with an endorsement in physics and was hired at the Renaissance 

Academy in the spring of 2013. He has quickly found himself at home among a group 

of talented and creative professional educators. 

Jenna Crawford — Art 
 

Jenna Crawford joined Renaissance this year as a first year teacher, teaching art 

and graphic design. Jenna grew up in Arizona and moved to Oregon in 2002 to 

work as an outdoor adventure guide for youth. Her curiosity and love of the 

outdoors, science, literature and art were at the center of her homeschool ex-

periences as a child, and her creative tendencies were fostered by her family of 

craftspeople and makers. Jenna has worked with teens since 2000, and was in-

spired by former students to combine her two main passions and become an art 

teacher. Jenna has been making art since she can remember, and her fascination 

with the natural world is a common theme in her work. Jenna has a background 

in drawing and painting, and received her Bachelors of Science in Studio Art 

from Southern Oregon University with an emphasis on printmaking, before 

completing her Masters of Arts in Teaching at SOU.  
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Katie Jensen– Freshman Humanities  
 

Miss Jensen teaches one of the freshman humanities 

blocks in RA. She spent her high school career telling her 

teachers that education was the last thing she wanted to 

do, but those thoughts changed when she was placed as 

an aide in a middle school math class her senior year. 

Working with her favorite teacher and mentor all year 

revealed that she had a love and a passion for education. She attended 

Oregon State and completed a bachelor's degree in history in 2010 and a 

bachelor's in education in 2012. Miss Jensen held a couple of different 

positions in District 6 until landing her dream job here in Renaissance. She 

genuinely loves the opportunity she has to work with students in this 

school.  A Willamette Valley native, Miss Jensen grew up on a sheep and 

cattle ranch, and she takes every opportunity she can to go home and work 

with her family. Other interests include running, hiking, being the best aunt 

she can to her sweet nephew and going on adventures with Jake, who in her 

completely unbiased opinion, is the most adorable dog you'll ever see.   

Jen Spencer — Senior Humanities 

Jen was born and raised just outside of Boston, 

Massachusetts, where she grew up amid a family of 

teachers and avid Red Sox fans.  Childhood field 

trips to Plimoth Plantation, The Salem Witch Muse-

um, revolutionary sites along the Freedom Trail, and 

the homesteads of Hawthorne, Alcott, Longfellow, 

and Thoreau cultivated her passions for history and 

literature. During her junior year of college, Jen was 

an exchange student at Oregon State University, 

where she met her husband, Gary, a former Crater 

grad and a current teacher. Jen graduated from the 

University of Massachusetts (B.A. Political Science), and she later discovered her 

love for teaching while serving as a Teaching Assistant for a Public Speaking 

course in a graduate program at OSU.  After working for several years in the 

insurance industry and waiting for her two awesome kids to reach school age, 

Jen completed her Master of Arts in Teaching degree at SOU. She is endorsed is 

English and social studies, and she is an AP qualified teacher.  Jen is new to the 

Renaissance community this year, but she has been teaching in District 6 since 

2007.  She spent the previous eight years teaching 6th and 8th grade English and 

social studies at Scenic Middle School, and she will always be a part of the Scenic 

family. This year, Jen is teaching AP literature, English 4, and civics. Renaissance 

has become her new professional family, and she feels so fortunate to have 

joined an amazing staff that is truly passionate about teaching kids how to use 

their minds well and constantly strives to create a challenging, safe, and creative 

learning environment.  



 

Cindy Yoak - Educational Assistant 

Cindy Yoak was raised in Southern California and attended 

Cypress College before moving to the Rogue Valley 35 years 

ago.  Cindy has worked for our school district for 16 years.  

This is her fifth year in the Renaissance Academy.  Cindy 

comes to us sharing her understanding and love of young 

people.  She has high expectations and holds all students 

accountable for their actions.   

Merri Walters-Woo - P.E./Health 

Merri grew up in Oregon and went to high school locally at 

Phoenix High School.  In high school she was involved in 

sports and 4-H, as well as showing horses in the open 

Appaloosa Circuit.  She attended Oregon State University 

for her first three years of college where she studied 

Commercial and Industrial Fitness (combination of a 

physiology,  kinesiology  and business degree) .   Merri 

played Division I, Pac -10 Volleyball at Oregon State for 

those 3 years as well and taught fitness classed at the OSU 

recreational center.  She finished college at Southern Oregon University with 

one degree in Fitness Management and another degree in Psychology.  She was a 

graduate assistant for the Athletic Director for 2 years at Southern Oregon 

University and earned her teacher’s certificate and Master’s in Health. Education 

 
Kathy White — Educational Assistant 

Kathy attended Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Moorpark and 

Ventura Colleges. Kathy and her husband raised 4 kids and 

Angus cattle on their ranch. All three boys graduated from 

Crater and daughter, Grace, graduated from Renaissance. 

Kathy’s family attends Applegate Christian Fellowship. Kathy 

has been a cattle A.I. technician for a long, long time.  Kathy 

has worked as an Educational Assistant in District 6 schools 
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