A Letter from the Principal

Course Offerings

Welcome to Renaissance Academy! As a parent, I understand the difficult task of helping your student choose a
school—it’s an important decision! In deciding which school to choose, select the school that has the theme that
interests you the most.
In Renaissance our classes are extremely engaging, as we emphasize learning core subjects through our electives and
our electives through core subjects. This emphasis increases student interest—and an interested student is much more
likely to find the learning accessible…maybe even easy. Perhaps the greatest example of this success is reflected in our
state test scores for science, on which we have outpaced the State and District averages dramatically every year.
It was validating when our efforts and successes were recognized in 2016 by the Quality Education Commission which
commissioned a case study to “identify and find support factors that contribute to successful schools, leading to positive
college and career readiness outcomes for students” (iii). After surveying teachers, students, and parents, and spending
two days examining Renaissance, they identified us as the number one suburban high school in Oregon for “the
strongest effects on college-going rates given different sets of demographics” (4). I encourage you to read the full
report and the case study, available at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=166, to gain some insight on how
we foster student success in high school and college. Their research highlights how we develop thinkers, inspire leaders,
encourage community, and create purpose.

Integrated Humanities Block Offerings
Freshmen/Sophomore “blocks” are a two-year loop that
connects English, US and World History, and an elective.
 Vinyl Rewind and Engineering for the Future
 Investigative Journalism and Digital Arts
 Philosophy, Food, and Martial Arts
 Eco Arts and Environmental Studies

Junior/Senior “blocks” are a two-year loop that connects
English, World History, Social Science, and an elective.
 Changing the World through Art and Photography
 Agents of Change through Criminology and Psychology
 Science, Society, and Service
 Citizenship and Power in a Brave New World

I am gratified to work with what is a uniquely talented, dedicated, and idealistic staff. These are master teachers who
care about every one of our students, and who are dedicated to helping students develop the knowledge, the skills, the
habits, the confidence, and the mindset to be successful in college. My daughter began her high school career in
Renaissance in September 2017; I know she will be challenged, nurtured, and supported to reach her full potential here.
So is Renaissance Academy the school for you? The Renaissance Academy is designed to help students become wellrounded learners and citizens. Our theme and our elective offerings tend to have the flavor of international studies,
sciences, humanities, and social justice. We house the band, choir, theater, and dance programs on campus, and have a
schedule that allows for at least two
elective offerings in a student’s
schedule for the entire year. We are
unapologetically idealistic and believe
all of our students can be prepared for
college success. If this sounds
interesting, Renaissance is probably the
place for you.

Language Arts
English I, II, III, IV
Accelerated English I, II, III, IV
AP Language and Composition
Creative Writing
Film as Literature

Social Studies
Civics
Sociology
US History
World History
Mathematics
Algebra, Geometry, Algebra II, Pre-calculus
AP Calculus (all access)
AP Statistics
Science
Biology
Chemistry
Earth and Space
Ecology
Environmental Science
Physics
Zoology
World Languages
Chinese I, II, III, IV
Spanish I, II, III, IV
Spanish for Spanish Speakers
Physical Education
Body Toning
Core Fitness
Physical Education

Sincerely,
Adrienne Hillman
Principal, Crater Renaissance Academy

LandLab students conducted a model United Nations.

College Connections
We prepare all our students to be well-rounded, with
strong foundational skills, who have the necessary skills
and knowledge to go on to college. Some of our college
preparation includes:


Offering an articulated college advisory program
beginning in grade 9;



Having all juniors and seniors attend the Fall
PNACAC College Fair;


Employing AVID strategies school-wide;

 Taking all sophomores, juniors, and
seniors on tours of the University of Oregon,
Lane Community College, Oregon State
University, and Linn-Benton Community
College;
 Offering an annual 3-day college trek to
Portland State University, Pacific Northwest
College of the Arts, Linfield, Portland
Community College, and Willamette
University;
 Having all sophomore, junior, and
senior students receive instruction at
Southern Oregon University’s Hannon Library
to conduct research for their research
papers;


Taking Latino students to the Cesar
Chavez Leadership
Conference at Southern
Oregon University and EMO
(Educacion, un Mundo de
Opotunidades) at Rogue
Community College.

Elective Offerings
In addition to our college prep classes, our
semester schedule allows students to choose up
to three electives each term. Many of our
electives have four years of rigorous study
available.
Fine Arts
Art I, II, III, IV
AP Studio Art
Computer Technology
Graphic Design I, II, III, IV
Performing Arts
Drama I
Advanced Drama and Senior Drama
Modern Movement (4 years)
Chamber Choir
Concert Choir
Cover Band
Beginning Guitar
Introduction to Piano
Jazz Ensemble
Wind Ensemble
Ukulele

Courses that Bear College Credit
Students can receive college credits by taking on-campus AP
classes, by enrolling in classes that offer college credits free
of charge through RCC’s “College Now” program, or by taking AP classes through Peak12.
Accelerated English IV
AP Calculus
AP Language and Composition
AP Statistics
AP Studio Art
Community Internships
Environmental Science
Online AP Courses (Peak12)
Pre-Calculus
Sociology
Spanish IV

Support Classes
Academic, Math, and Reading
Labs
English Language Development

A Renaissance advanced
Spanish student
reading at Jewett.

Art students
created images
demonstrating a
growth mindset.

A Renaissance
senior at his
internship

